CIMug Meeting Notes
Austin, TX

October 24 – 26, 2007

The meeting was hosted by ERCOT.

All presentations will be posted to the CIMug web site.

1. Introduction 

Terry Saxton, CIMug vendor co-chair, called the meeting to order at 0900 on October 24, 2007 at the ERCOT facilities in Austin, TX.  He provided brief introductory remarks welcoming the attendees and also introduced Randy Rhodes, Pacificorp, newly elected CIMug utility co-chair.  

2. Keynote Address

Ron Hinsley, CIO at ERCOT, gave the keynote address.  The emphasis was on the Texas Nodal Project’s impact on ERCOT IT and the challenges it has presented.  The slides do not explicitly mention the CIM but it is a key element of the project.    
3. IEC WG Summaries

Ed Dobrowolski presented a short summary of the scope and current activities of IEC TC57 WGs 13, 14, and 19. 

4. CIM Release Plan & Issue Management
Lars-Ola Osterlund provided an update on the duties of the CIM Model Manager (CMM) and CIM release plans.  There is a formal process to allow for an updated release of the CIM on a yearly basis.  There is also a formal mechanism to submit new CIM issues via the CIMug web site.    
There was a question about the availability of the issues list and the ability to follow discussion threads through the process.  This will be discussed further at the Process WG breakout session.    

5. Ask the Experts 

Lars-Ola Osterlund (Moderator), Terry Saxton, Jay Britton, Kendall Demaree, Eric Lambert, Margaret Goodrich, Scott Neumann, and Ralph Mackiewicz were part of a panel convened to answer questions from the audience.  
· Data level security in CIM messaging - There is no standard approach to this.  Each group does it differently.  The NERC standards were mentioned as one way to handle it.  General security principles should be employed.  Use middleware from established software vendors rather than writing it yourself.  Risk must be balanced against cost.  Proper internal procedures should be employed so that applications behave in a reasonable fashion.  

· Security in GID interfaces – If proper authentication has been implemented, then the current standards should be sufficient.  TC57 WG15 is working on security issues in all of the other TC57 working groups.  Other existing technologies should be employed where possible.  ERCOT is using an identification management system.  Specific security requirements need to be captured.  

· Education on CIM and freer access to CIM and CIM Tools is needed – Rational Rose is expensive and a lower cost tool is required.  Some information is publicly available on the web site.  Alternative methods are being utilized wherever possible to make access easier and cheaper. Universities need to get involved.  The group has been flexible in trying to address user needs to date.

· Enterprise Architect is being used by some utilities, and has a reasonable license fee. However, there are issues with transferring existing diagrams from Rose to EA (cleanup required). For IEC work, it is important that tools can (1) permit individual .cat-like files for different WGs to work on different parts of the model independently, (2) auto-generate Word documents for the IEC, and does not require a lot of rework with diagrams. Also, some utilities are well down the road with Rational and flexibility in tool sets will be an on-going requirement.  
· A Bird of a Feather session on tools will be set up as a breakout session tomorrow afternoon.  
· Official IEC documents must be purchased from IEC.  Draft IEC standards will now be available to the CIMug as part of a new liaison arrangement with IEC, but these will only be made available to members.  Membership fees are quite reasonable and individuals can even become restricted members for just $250.   

6. CIM-GID Implementations 

Ralph Mackiewicz organized a session on CIM-GID implementations.  Speakers were:

· Darren Brungardt, KCPL – model driven asset management 
· Ron Montgomery, IBM – oil platform implementation

· Slava Maximov & Kostya Sipachev, CROC  - FGC Project (Russia) 

At the conclusion of the formal presentations, there was a panel session to handle questions from the audience.  

There is a GID Tutorial presentation available on the CIMug web site.  

7. Interoperability Test Report 
Margaret Goodrich provided a report on the CIM interoperability tests.  IOP10 was the latest test, held in September in San Francisco.  Participants were: ABB (Sweden), ABB (Houston), Areva, GE, SNC, Siemens (PTI) and Siemens (EMS).  In addition, there were utility witnesses for this test: ERCOT, First Energy, Oncor, and WAPA.    

There is another test planned later this year for the CIM for Planning Project.  Siemens (PTI), GE, and Areva are scheduled to participate.     

8. CIM for Planning Project
Terry Saxton provided an update on the CIM for Planning Project.  There is a workshop planned for November 27 & 28, 2007 in Palo Alto, CA at EPRI to publicly provide the detailed results from this project.  
9. Web Site Update 

Randy Rhodes presented an update on the new Sharepoint web site.  We are still in transition between the old and new sites.    
10. Control Center Tour

ERCOT arranged for the group to tour their backup control center. 

11. Project Stories 

Brad Williams moderated a session on actual project implementations using CIM.  Speakers were:

· Raj Chudgar, ERCOT – TX Nodal Project

· Loris Arnold, LIPA – CIM-based integration 
· Greg Robinson, Xtensible Solutions for Jovita Williams, Oncor (TXU) – Enterprise Integration at Oncor 
· Alan McMorran, University of Strathclyde (UK) – Geographical Visualization   
At the conclusion of the formal presentations, there was a panel session to handle questions from the audience.  
12. Working Groups

Ed Dobrowolski provided a brief overview of the scope and activities of the current CIMug working groups.  A Birds-of-a-Feather session was organized dealing with open source tools for the CIM. The groups then split off into separate breakout sessions. 

13. Breakout Session Reports 

Each of the working group chairs provided an overview of their breakout sessions.

Jay Britton, Model Exchange WG: 
Britton presented “Transmission Model Exchange” PowerPoint summarizing the CIM model authority based exchange processes. 

· The presentation will be posted on the CIM User Group website.

· Discussion included relevance to ERCOT, WECC, and Eastern Interconnect situations.

Demaree discussed recent presentation to the NERC DEWG (Data Exchange Working Group). 

· It was concluded that we need to establish an ongoing relationship between DEWG and the Model Exchange WG. 

· DEWG has an interest in seeing that the interoperability tests become more realistic:

· Real models.

· More complete coverage of possible modeling patterns.

· Testing that relates to real usage.

· DEWG is interested in model change notification system.

Relationship between state estimation quality and model quality was discussed. State estimation residuals provide important feedback about modeling accuracy.

Action: Britton/Ortleib will follow up with DEWG to continue liaison.

Taka Kikkawa for Harry Garton/Andre Maizener, EAII WG: 
· Reviewed the EAII scope discussed in the 2006 meeting:

a. Establish a forum to share utilities CIM implementation 




experience

b. CIM model/message sharing among utilities

c. Provide UG request/input/requirements to WG 

d. Work on subjects with common interest
· Process to provide UG request/input to WG - Examples

a. WG 13 and WG 14 harmonization

b. New classes, attributes, associations, data types

c. Like to know the status of WG activities & products

d. CIMUG site - ease of use

· Suggested EAII subject areas:

a. Asset Management and GIS integration

b. UML and XML modeling rules for CIM 
c. CIM tool
· Determine how to get traction outside of User Group Meetings

a. Establish the task force e-mail mailing list 

b. Contact the past task force participants (like Dean Hengst, Janet Dietz) 

c. Teleconference and e-mail communication

· 2 possible directions for the group:

a. Exchange best practices and difficulties in using CIM and be a source of request and issues for the various TC57 working groups

b. Contribute to finalizing the methodology to derive messages, which has been presented so far.

Terry Saxton & Ed Dobrowolski, Process WG: 
Spring meeting – Vasteras, Sweden: Tuesday, June 10 (tutorial); Wednesday, June 11 – Friday, June 13, 2008; keep the same format for the meeting itself; vendor expo will be re-established; hotel and convention center are reserved; separate fee for tutorial (similar to fee for meeting).   

Fall meeting – North America: potential dates in early November.  

Asian meeting – October, 2008: might be better in Beijing for attendance; would use WG13 contact for logistics; Terry will contact with assistance from Kay; need dates as soon as possible for TC57 meeting in Seoul so we can coordinate.  

Web site improvements – There is budget money in UCAIug to get a professional to look at a re-design of the over-all web site.  List of requirements captured in Tasks List on web site.  Randy will work with Ralph and Margaret to complete.       

Public and private content of web site – only official IEC releases of CIM will be publicly available when it is handed over to IEC, need to register with legitimate, validated e-mail address first (not join) similar to OPC model; should register for any downloaded technical material such as presentations, tutorials; marketing literature is still anonymous; back versions of CIM only available to members; WG material is for members only.  

Issues list – Randy has proposed using the Sharepoint capabilities to capture the issues; CMM will provide edited version of Issues List for public view with everything except WG13 private material.   

Distributech – UCAIug is going to have a booth and a room; does CIMug want to have a separate room for a session?  Yes, Randy will provide.  We need volunteers to help man the UCAIug booth.  Randy can help with the booth.  Marketing materials would be needed.        

E-mail collaboration – discussion threads required, individual working group collaboration possible, should be available with new Sharepoint. 

In addition to the established working groups, a group was set up to discuss CIM tools.  Arnold deVos facilitated.  

· Topics

· IOP Data Flows

· Modelling tools review

· Model Formats (XMI versions)‏

· Rule Formats (for validation)‏

· Possible standardization area

· Demos

· CIMTool

· CIMSpy

· CIMvian
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14. CIM Issues 

Lars-Ola Osterlund provided a report on current CIM issues.  The CIM Issues List will be posted on the CIMug web site.     

The CMM crown was officially transferred from Lars-Ola to Kendall Demaree who will serve as CMM for 2008.  

15. CIM Tools 

Margaret Goodrich facilitated a session on CIM tools.   Speakers were:

· Jun Zhu – CIMspy 
· Arnold deVos, Langdale – CIMtool 

· Kalindindi Raju, UISOL – CIMvian: planned release date is November 9, 2007 through a limited licensing arrangement.   

· Alan McMorran, University of Strathclyde (UK) – Mercury 
16. Closing Session 
Terry solicited feedback on the meeting and the CIMug from the attendees: 

· The facilities for this meeting were excellent.  
· Vendor demos at the social hour are a desirable feature.  

· Time for the breakout sessions could be extended for those groups with specific assignments or tasks.  Two separate sessions may be desirable.  The first session could be a re-introduction with the second one as a real working session.  

· Tools could be a regular breakout session.  There could also be a slot planned for formal presentations again as tools are a dynamic issue.   
· Exercises could be built in to the tutorial.   

Randy and Terry both thanked Margaret Goodrich and ERCOT for their efforts in hosting this meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1200 on October 26, 2007.  
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